102                               LORD ODO RUSSELL

Count Miinster was also trying to set England against Russia,1
and represented himself as putting things straight through
Shuvalov, Russell could contain himself no longer, but told
him he had heard the exact contrary from Miinster himself.
With typical sang-froid Gorchakov airily dismissed the subject
with the inconsequential remark, "If it was not Count Miinster
it was somebody else." He would not mention names, and
wished to bury the incident in oblivion since happily no harm
had been done, and then he skilfully steered the conversation
into the safer channels of his own great work in preserving peace.
He summed up Bismarck as suffering from nerves as a result
of over- drinking, over-eating and over- working. He would be
well after a few months in the country, and after all, peace was
achieved. If the French did not attack Germany, that was most
improbable, no other danger lay ahead. He himself wanted good
relations with England, and had no aggressive designs in
view.2

And now the Tsar and Gorchakov left Berlin.3
Paris was extremely gratified at the new situation. Decazes
congratulated himself particularly on the fact that Great Britain
had been induced to move, and hoped it meant that she might
further be induced to join the Concert of Europe in a future
emergency, but he fully realized the importance of not showing
his joy too openly.4

Nobody knew better than he what influences had been
brought to bear upon the Tsar, and now he confided to Gontaut-
Biron that the Russian Emperor had actually come to an ac-
commodation with England in Central Asia in order to arouse her

llf Gorchakov's warning was bona fide, it was very badly informed. While
Brunnov was still ambassador in London, Miinster had written that what was
necessary above all in London was a peaceful Russian Ambassador, and that if
such an ambassador were appointed he would do all in his power to smooth his
early difficulties, by his knowledge of the relationships and personages in
London. PoL Arch. D.A.A. England. Munstcr to Bismarck. Confidential.
i June 1874.

SF.O. 64* 827- No. 218. To Lord Derby. 13 May 1875,
'Professor Fuller has shown clearly the circular despatch which caused
Bismarck such bitter annoyance was in reality far more innocuous than it
afterwards appeared to his excited imagination, but even if his anger crystallized
around an inaccurate detail, Gorchakov's whole attitude was irritating and
calculated to arouse resentment. See American Historical Review XXIV.

*Mr. Adams to Lord Derby. Most Confidential. F,O. 244. 287. No. 389.
Paris xa May 1875.